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Heb. 12:1-2(NLT)- Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every
weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us
up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.
2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates
and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured
the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of
honor beside God’s throne.
-----------Easter Weekend is the one time a year that Christian churches all
over the world emphasize, sing about and preach concerning the
same topic- the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
-----------Easter Sunday is the most glorious day of the year for the Christian,
because it signifies new beginnings, life over death, dominion over
Satan and victory over sin.
-----------•
•

We have assurance of eternal life; instead of eternal separation
from God.
We no longer must be slaves to sin, addictions or phobias that
harass our lives.

------------

•

•

We are not eternally separated from our loved ones and friends
whose earthly lives have ended. We have a hope of seeing them
again.
God is not angry with us because of our sins and faithlessness. We
have been reconciled and reconnected to God.

-----------•
•

Our past is past and every day we experience the mercy of God
instead of his wrath.
We have divine power to live and overcome the trials, tests,
tribulations and temptations that we experience in life.

-----------Heb. 12:1-2(Passion)- As for us, we have all these great witnesses
who encircle us like clouds. So, we must let go of every wound that
has pierced us and the sin we so easily fall into. Then we will be able
to run life’s marathon race with passion and determination, for the
path has been already marked out before us.
2 We look away from the natural realm and we fasten our gaze onto
Jesus who birthed faith within us and who leads us forward into
faith’s perfection. His example is this: Because his heart was focused
on the joy of knowing that you would be his, he endured the agony
of the cross and conquered its humiliation, and now sits exalted at
the right hand of the throne of God!
-----------The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus endured the agony of the
cross and conquered its humiliation.
• The Greek word “endure” means “to carry, bear up courageously,
take it patiently.”
------------

“Because his heart was focused on the joy of knowing that you would
be his...”
-----------The writer of Hebrews also tells us that Jesus “conquered the
humiliation of the cross.
-----------Matt. 27:27-38(NKJV)- 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took
Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around
Him. 28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.
29 When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head,
and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him
and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 Then they spat
on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. 31 And when
they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own
clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.
32 Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by
name. Him they compelled to bear His cross. 33 And when they had
come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, 34 they
gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had
tasted it, He would not drink.
35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots,
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet:
“They divided My garments among them,
And for My clothing they cast lots.”
36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 37 And they put up
over His head the accusation written against Him:
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and
another on the left.

-----------•

Yet Jesus endured the cross; Jesus conquered the humiliation of the
cross

-----------Jesus was crucified, not in a cathedral between two candles, but on a
cross between two thieves. (George F. MacLeod)
The cross cannot be defeated, for it is defeat. (Gilbert K. Chesterton.)
-----------There are no crown-wearers in heaven who were not cross- bearers
here below. (Charles Haddon Spurgeon.)
We need men of the cross, with the message of the cross, bearing the
marks of the cross. (Vance Havner)
----------The old cross slew men; the new cross entertains them. The old cross
condemned; the new cross amuses. The old cross destroyed
confidence in the flesh; the new cross encourages it. (A.W. Tozer)
All heaven is interested in the cross of Christ, all hell is terribly afraid
of it, while men are the only beings who more or less ignore its
meaning. (Oswald Chambers)
----------The jeering crowd like jackals stood,
To see what must be done.
Though once they thought this man was good,
They didn't see God's Son.
They called Him Rabbi, Teacher, Lord,
Yet now He was Rome's slave.
So all His claims were now ignored,

For who was He to save?
----------The nails were driven deep inside...
More drops of blood soon fell...
Once lifted, hoisted, crucified,
His life was just like Hell.
Torment and torture lay ahead.
Excruciating pain.
His scourged back stung and bled and bled
As briars bruised His brain.
-----------His mother wept each passing hour.
'Dear God, have pity, please! '
And yet there came no sign of power,
No rescue, no release.
The soldiers gambled for His clothes.
One wash and they'd be clean.
His life and death the Father chose,
Thus stays the Nazarene.
-----------It is finished! ' the Savior screamed
With one great final sigh...
Though not defeated as it seemed,
For Jesus had to die.
To think, the Holy Spirit shares
Forgiveness in His Name!
No other man on Earth compares.
Not one could do the same.
----------For all have sinned and gone astray
Like sheep in darkest night.
But blessed are they that find the Way
And walk within His light...
He died for you. He died for me.
God's Son fulfilled God's plan.

From Calvary came clemency!
Behold the Son of Man!
----------Behold the blood! Behold the Lord!
For this man was the Christ!
The Lamb of God! His heart outpoured!
The Savior sacrificed!
Not one could count the sins Christ sees
That Jesus suffered for!
Behold the precious Prince of Peace,
The King of Love and more!
----------•

Today the CROSS is the Symbol of Christianity.

----------1). Carrying our Cross is a lifestyle, not a piece of jewelry.
Luke 9:23-26(NLT)- Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants
to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your
cross daily, and follow me. 24 If you try to hang on to your life, you
will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.
25 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are
yourself lost or destroyed? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my
message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he
returns in his glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy
angels.
-----------What does Jesus mean “if you want to be his follower, you must take
up your cross daily?”
The cross of Jesus symbolizes death; death to fleshly desires and death
to selfish ambition. Daily we must choose to die to self-interest, selfpreservation and self-promotion.
----------Philippians 2:5-8(NLT)- You must have the same attitude that Christ
Jesus had.

6 Though

he was God, he did not think of equality with God as
something to cling to.
7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble
position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he
appeared in human form,
8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death
on a cross.
----------2). The Cross Ensures our Reconciliation to God and to Each Other.
Eph. 2:13-19(NLT)- But now you have been united with Christ Jesus.
Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought
near to him through the blood of Christ.
14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and
Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he
broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by
ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations.
He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one
new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ
reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross,
and our hostility toward each other was put to death.
17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far
away from him, and peace to the Jews who were near. 18 Now all of
us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of
what Christ has done for us.
19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You
are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of
God’s family.
----------Sonship Status is afforded to us
Rom. 8:15-17(NIV)- The Spirit you received does not make you
slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba,
Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order
that we may also share in his glory.
•

----------Accessibility to the presence of God is available
Heb. 4:15-16(NIV)- For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us
then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
•

----------3). The Cross of Christ is folly to the unsaved; but power of God to
the Christian
1 Cor. 1:17-18(NLT)- For Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to
preach the Good News—and not with clever speech, for fear that the
cross of Christ would lose its power.
18 The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for
destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of
God.

