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Matt. 21:1-9(NIV)- As they approached Jerusalem and came to
Bethpage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to
them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a
donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them,
and he will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, See, your king comes to you, gentle and
riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for
Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
-----------------Holy Week begins today, Palm Sunday, and ends seven days later
when Jesus is resurrected from the dead-we refer to that day as
Resurrection Sunday or Easter Sunday.
-----------------The gospels record Jesus riding down the Mt. of Olives into Jerusalem
on a donkey. The news about Jesus had gone viral. Just a few days
earlier he had raised a local man, Lazarus, from the dead.
--------------

The crowds gathered by the roadside. They cut palm branches and
waived them and others they laid on the road. They also removed
their coats and laid them on the road for the donkey to walk upon.
-----------------Zechariah 9:9(NIV)- Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!
Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous
and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.
-------------What is the significance of Jesus and the donkey?
------------In biblical times, the custom called for kings and nobles arriving in
procession to ride on the back of a donkey. The donkey was a symbol
of peace; those who rode upon them proclaimed peaceful intentions.
----------------Luke 2:8-14(KJV)- And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord.
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying,
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men.
---------------Isaiah 9:6(NKJV)- For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will

be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
---------------John 14:27(NKJV)- Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.
--------------John 16:33(NKJV)- 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me
you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
----------What is the significance of the palm branches being laid on the
ground and people waving palm branches?
----------The laying of palm branches indicated that the king or dignitary was
arriving in victory or triumph.
-----------"Hosanna to the Son of David" and "Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord"
-----------The word “Hosanna” is an expression of adoration, praise and joy.
---------------The Triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is one of the few events
in the life of Jesus that is written about in all four of the gospelsMatthew, Mark, Luke and John.
-----------Do you realize that “The Lord’s Supper” is only written about in 3 of
the gospels; and the “birth of Jesus” is written about in only one of

the gospels; yet his arrival into Jerusalem is in all four of the gospels.
--------------Palm Sunday was much more than a parade. Palm Sunday was
introducing the power of praise!
--------------The presence of God is never afraid of darkness.
----------"Hosanna to the Son of David"
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord"
-------------Matt. 21:15-16(NIV)- But when the chief priests and scribes saw the
wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the
temple and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were
indignant 16 and said to Him, “Do You hear what these are saying?”
And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth
of babes and nursing infants
You have perfected praise’?”
-----------• What did Jesus mean, “out of the mouths of babes and infants, you
have perfected praise?”
-----------Psalm 8:1-2(NKJV)- O Lord, our Lord,
How excellent is Your name in all the earth,
Who have set Your glory above the heavens!
2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants
You have ordained strength,
Because of your enemies, that you may silence the enemy and the
avenger.
Psalm 8:1-2(NIV)- Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all

the earth! You have set your glory
in the heavens. 2 Through the praise of children and infants you have
established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and
the avenger.
-----------Words of praise, adoration and love spoken from our mouths
releases the strength of God and silences the enemy in our lives and
situation.
---------------The presence of God will ride into our darkness silencing the
enemies of our life through our praise and adoration.
-----------Creation, our environment, our family, our personal cosmos, our
sphere of influence, our day and everything that makes up and
touches our existence, desires and longs to be invaded by the
presence of God.
--------------Luke 19:37-40(NIV)- When he came near the place where the road
goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began
joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had
seen:
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!”
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke
your disciples!”
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
----------The darkness, the pain, the brokenness and hopelessness that we
often live in will wilt when it encounters the presence of the God.
The presence of God rides into our world on our praise.
----------------

The same people who help fulfill bible prophecy become pawns in
the work of Satan.
---------------True praise, although it may include emotion, is an act of the will.
-----------Psalms 34:1(NLT) - I will praise the Lord at all times. I will constantly
speak his praises.
-----------Psalm 34:1(NKJV) - I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall
continually be in my mouth.
------------Continually we find ourselves in situations in which our emotions
and will collide. The power of praise is released in that moment
when our will wins over our negative emotions.
----------------Acts 16:23-26(KJV)- 23 And when they had laid many stripes upon
them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them
safely:
24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner
prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks.
25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:
and the prisoners heard them.
26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors
were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
------------2 Chron. 20:12(NKJV)- 12 O our God, will You not judge them? For
we have no power against this great multitude that is coming against
us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon You.”
-------------2 Chron. 20:17-18(NKJV)- 17 You will not need to fight in this battle.

Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, who
is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed;
tomorrow go out against them, for the Lord is with you.”
18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed before the Lord,
worshiping the Lord.
--------------2 Chron. 20:20-22(NKJV)- So they rose early in the morning and
went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants
of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be
established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.” 21 And
when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who
should sing to the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of
holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:
“Praise the Lord,
For His mercy endures forever.”
22 Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes
against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come
against Judah; and they were defeated.

