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John 8:1-11(NIV)- 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2 At

dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him,
and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to
stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order
to have a basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9 At

this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus
was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
11 “No

one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
-----------------------

life’s mess ups.
-----------------------

In fact, as I look back over my life, I see seasons that I have been a Professional Messer Upper!
----------------------

We can call it sin, mistakes, shortcomings or failures-but when it is all said and done-we just
messed up!

---------------

Over the years, I have watched as some people, mess up really bad, but they are able to
bounce back. Whereas others, mess up, and allow their failure to identify the remainder of
their life. They never recover from the pain, embarrassment or shame of their mess up.

---------------



Moving Past Our Mess Ups

1). God does not disown us when we mess up.
---------------

John 8:3-11(NIV)- 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in

adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was
caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now
what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for
accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9 At

this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus
was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
11 “No

one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
---------------

Anytime we sin, fail or mess up- we will encounter two different forces:
1). Conviction- conviction is the sense of guilt caused by sin.

--------------

It is very important to make sure that our hearts remain tender, pure and able to sense the
Holy Spirit’s conviction.

-------------

1 Tim. 4:1-2(NIV)- The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.

----------------1 Tim. 4:1-2(NLT)- Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn
away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from
demons. 2 These people are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences are dead.

------------1 Tim. 4:1-2(TLB)- But the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some in the church
will turn away from Christ and become eager followers of teachers with devilinspired ideas. 2 These teachers will tell lies with straight faces and do it so often that their
consciences won’t even bother them.

-----------------

Unfortunately, some have sinned so often without repentance, that their conscience, their
heart, has become insensitive to the conviction that the Holy Spirit brings when we displease
God.

------------Why is it so important to be able to sense guilt for sinful behavior?


If we can no longer sense guilt for sinful behavior-we have become deceived by
evil spirits and are unable to discern right and wrong

-------------1 Tim. 4:1-2(NLT)- Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn
away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from
demons. 2 These people are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences are dead.

-------------

If we can no longer sense guilt for sinful behavior we open our lives up to all
types of evil influence

-------------Eph. 4:17-19(NIV)- 17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer
live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their
understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them
due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves
over to sensuality to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.

--------------

Where does conviction come from?

------------John 16:7-8(NLT)- But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the
Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he
will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment.

------------The Holy Spirit brings conviction to enabling us to see our sin for what it is -an offense to
God.
-------------

Parents, we must be aware of the dangerous culture our children encounter every day. Our
children and grandchildren are being hypnotized by a culture that doesn’t want to sense any
guilt for sinful behavior. To stop sensing guilt, ungodly activists are rewriting the natural
order of morality.
------------Isa. 5:20(NIV)- Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.
-------------

Conviction and a healthy sense of guilt for sinful behavior is a good thing. It establishes
proper boundaries in our life and proper boundaries prevent us from getting off course.
------------

Anytime we sin, fail or mess up- we will encounter two different forces:

------------1). Conviction- conviction is the sense of guilt caused by sin.

------------Conviction comes from the Holy Spirit and it makes us feel very uneasy. But that uneasiness
will immediately leave when sin has been confessed and repented from.
------------2). Condemnation- condemnation is the passing of judgement and the pronouncing of a
verdict of shame and death.
------------Condemnation comes from Satan and it overwhelms you with feelings of shame and
worthlessness.
-----------Luke 15:11-24(NKJV)- 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So, he divided to
them hislivelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together,

journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when
he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no
one gave him anything.
17 “But

when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to
be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’
20 “And

he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw
him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’
the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him and put a ring
on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it and let us eat
and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And
they began to be merry.
22 “But

------------
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1). God does not disown us when we mess up.
2). God does not condemn when we mess up, but we cannot be released from condemnation
unless we repent.

-------------

John 8:5-8(NIV)- 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you

say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

------------

Who is the sinless one qualified to throw the first stone?

------------John 8:9-11(NIV)- 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones

first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up
and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
11 “No

one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

-----------Jesus tells the woman to leave her life of sin so that the spirit of condemnation will be released
from her life.

-----------Rom. 8:1-2(NIV)- Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from
the law of sin and death.

------------Rom. 8:1-2(MSG)- 1-2 With the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, that fateful dilemma is resolved.
Those who enter into Christ’s being-here-for-us no longer have to live under a continuous,
low-lying black cloud. A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong
wind, has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at
the hands of sin and death.

