“Saying Goodbye to 2017 and Other Things”
Pastor Eddie Turner
Sunday, December 31, 2017

2 Cor. 5:17(NIV)- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!
----------

Jan.20, 2017- Donald Trump is inaugurated as 45th President of the United States. Mike
Pence is inaugurated as the 48th Vice President of the United States.



Jan. 21, 2017- 2 million people worldwide march against the election of Donald
Trump as the 45th President of the United States.

-----------

Jan. 23, 2017- Tornadoes and thunderstorms in Mississippi and Georgia leave 18 dead.



Feb.5, 2017-Super Bowl : New England Patriots defeat Atlanta Falcons 34-28



Feb.12, 2017- Adele wins the Grammy for Best Song of the Year- “Hello”

-----------

Feb. 16, 2017- Suicide attack on shrine in Pakistan kills 72, Islamic State claims
responsibility.



Feb. 16, 2017-Car bomb in Bayaa, Baghdad kills at least 48, Islamic State claims
responsibility.



Feb. 20, 2017- Famine declared in South Sudan affecting 4.9 million people.

------------

March 29,2017- a man’s body was found in a 24ft long python in Indonesia.



April 4, 2017- Pink Star diamond sets world record price of $71 million for a gem at an
auction in Hong Kong.



April 4, 2017- Online Retailer, Alibaba, becomes the world’s largest retailer according
to the Security and Exchange Commission.

------------

April 9, 2017- Two Christian churches in Egypt attacked by suicide bombers killing 44.



April 9, 2017- Sergio Garcia wins the Master’s Golf Tournament

------------

April 9, 2017- Twitter footage of passenger forcibly removed from United Airlines
flight in Chicago after flight overbooked causes outrage



April 19, 2017-Fox News confirms they would be letting go of Bill O'Reilly after
allegations of sexual harassment

------------

May 6, 2017-143rd Kentucky Derby: Always Dreaming ridden by John Velasquez wins



May 9, 2017- Jakarta Indonesian Christian governor Ahok jailed for 2 years for
blasphemy (uttering a word against Islam)

------------

May 10, 2017-Apple becomes the first company to be worth more than $800 billion



May 15, 2017- State of Emergency declared in Yemen after outbreak of cholera kills
115

------------

June 7, 2017- Police warn bald men against attacks in Mozambique after 5 men
murdered for the gold believed in their heads



June 11, 2017- Stanley Cup: Pittsburgh Penguins defeat Nashville Predators, 2-0 in
Nashville, 1st defending champions for nearly 20 years



June 14, 2017- Bernie Sanders supporter opens fire at Republican politicians practicing
baseball near Washington D.C., injuring 4

-------------

June 16, 2017- Amazon announces it is buying Whole Foods for $13.7 billion



June 20, 2017-Robert E Turner celebrates 37 years of marital bliss to that beautiful
blonde headed Gidcomb girl.



June 27, 2017- Mark Zuckerberg announces Facebook has now eclipsed 2 billion
monthly users.

-------------

July 5, 2017- 101 people reported shot, 15 killed in Chicago, Illinois over 4th
July weekend



July 19, 2017- US Senator, John McCain diagnosed with brain cancer.



July 21, 2017- Justin Bieber barred from performing in China due to “bad behavior.”

-------------

Aug.10, 2017- US President Donald Trump declares opioid addiction a national
emergency



Aug.12, 2017- "Unite the Right" march in Charlottesville, Virginia turns violent when
car ram’s protesters killing 1, injuring 19



Aug.14, 2017-Mudslide and flooding in Freetown, Sierra Leone kills over 500 with 600
missing

--------------

Aug.21, 2017- Total solar eclipse visible from North America



Aug. 25, 2017-Category 4 Hurricane Harvey makes landfall in Texas northeast of
Corpus Christi with 130 m.p.h. winds



Aug. 29, 2017- Hurricane Harvey sets rainfall record (51.88 inches in Cedar Bayou)
from a tropical cyclone in continental US, according to US National Weather Service

-------------

Sept.5, 2017-Hurricane Irma becomes the most powerful Atlantic Ocean hurricane in
recorded history with winds of 185mph



Sept.6, 2017-Hurricane Irma makes landfall on Caribbean islands of Barbuda, Saint
Martens and British Virgin Islands. Prime Minister Gaston Browne reports 95% of
buildings in Barbuda damaged.



Sept.7, 2017- Consumer credit reporting agency Equifax reports earlier cyberattack
could affects 143 million Americans

-------------

Sept.11, 2017-Hurricane Irma leaves 7 million US homes without power in Florida and
Georgia



Sept. 20, 2017-Hurricane Maria makes landfall on Puerto Rico as a category 4
hurricane, knocking out all power and killing 25



Sept. 24, 2017-NFL players kneel, lock arms or stay in their dressing room during the
anthem in protests concerning comments made by President Donald Trump

------------

Sept.26, 2017-Saudi Arabia announces it is overturning its ban on women driving - last
country in the world to do so



Oct.1, 2017-Stephen Paddock shoots dead 58 people, injuring 489, at a concert in Las
Vegas in the deadliest mass shooting in American history



Nov.1, 2017-Houston Astros win their first baseball World Series defeating the LA
Dodgers 5-1 in game 7 at Dodger Stadium

------------

Nov.5, 2017- Gunman shoots 26 dead and injures 20 at a church in Sunderland
Springs, Texas



Nov.16, 2017- Leonardo DiVinci’s painting, “Salvator Mundi” sells for record 450.3
million dollars.



Nov.29, 2017-American TV host Matt Lauer is fired from NBC's "Today" show after an
allegation of sexual misconduct

-------------

Dec.5, 2017- Russia is banned from the 2018 Winter Olympics for cheating.



Dec.6, 2017-Starbucks opens its largest cafe in the world in Shanghai, 30,000 squarefeet, 1/2 size of a football field



Dec.11, 2017-Six wildfires in Southern California now cover area larger than New
York City and Boston combined

------------

Dec.17, 2017-"Star Wars: The Last Jedi" takes more than $450m worldwide in its
opening weekend, 2nd largest opening in North America



Dec.20, 2017-US House and Senate pass $1.5 trillion tax bill, biggest tax overhaul for
decades



Dec.28, 2017- the beautiful glass garage door between Fellowship Hall and New
Atrium was installed

-----------Many of these events were moments of celebration and others were moments of tragedy and
heartbreak. Regardless of which category they were (celebration or heartbreak)-the reality is,
those events are now in the past.
-----------Each of us had 365 days of events in 2017. Some were moments of celebration and others
were moments of heartbreak-regardless of which category they were (celebration or
heartbreak)- the reality is, they are in the past.
-----------The wonderful reality for Christians is that our past does not have to define us, and our past
does not have to determine our identity.
-----------2 Cor. 5:17(NIV)- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!

------------Philippians 3:12-15(TLB)- 12 I don’t mean to say I am perfect. I haven’t learned all I should
even yet, but I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ saved me
for and wants me to be.
13 No,

dear brothers, I am still not all I should be, but I am bringing all my energies to bear on
this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I strain to reach

the end of the race and receive the prize for which God is calling us up to heaven because of
what Christ Jesus did for us.
15 I

hope all of you who are mature Christians will see eye-to-eye with me on these things,
and if you disagree on some point, I believe that God will make it plain to you.

------------

2 Cor. 5:17- my identity is not in my past

--------------

2 Cor. 5:17(NIV)- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!
--------------

Philippians 3:13- God doesn’t see me through the lens of my past- but if I don’t focus on
keeping my past behind me-I can allow my past to infect my future.

------------------

Philippians 3:13(TLB)- dear brothers, I am still not all I should be, but I am bringing all my
energies to bear on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead.
Philippians 3:13(NLT)- 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on
this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead.

----------- How

to Keep the Past Behind You:

1). Let go a little bit each day:
----------I have learned the way to keep a painful event of my past from infecting my future is by
“letting go a little bit each day.”
Letting go of a painful past is a process-it usually will not happen immediately. Give yourself
time-but never stop being intentional
----------- Each

day ask the Lord to continue healing the wound in your heart. He is a healer!

------------2 Cor. 1:3-5(NIV)- Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we
share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.

-------------“who comforts us in all our troubles…”

The word “troubles” means- pressure of circumstances, antagonism from persons and trouble
from without.”
-------------Heb. 12:1(NLT)- Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to
the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so
easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.

--------------

 We

will never be free from a past hurt or injury until we make an intentional decision
to get free.

--------------

The Ramifications in Making a Decision:
a). Only you can make your decision:

-------------No one else can choose for you. Others may persuade you, they may inspire you, they may
pray for you, but no one can decide but you.

--------------

My freedom from my painful past has nothing to do with the future actions of anyone else.
My freedom begins with my intentional decision to lay the pain down.
--------------b). Our choices involve sacrifice:
--------------If you decide to be free-you must understand, you can no longer be the victim. You will have
to sacrifice the attention you’ve been receiving.

--------------If you decide to be free-you can’t talk about your issue to everybody who will listen. In fact,
you will need to find something else to talk about!

--------------If you decide to be free-you must sacrifice giving into your emotions. Free people, look free,
walk free, talk free and act free.

---------------

 How

to Keep the Past Behind You:

1). Let go a little bit each day:
2). Focus on what’s left and not what’s lost:

--------------

Ask the Lord daily to enable you to focus on what’s left and not what’s lost.

-------------1 Sam. 16:1(NKJV)- Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing
I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.”

