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Psalm 78:1-8(MSG)- 1-4 Listen, dear friends, to God’s truth, bend
your ears to what I tell you.
I’m chewing on the morsel of a proverb; I’ll let you in on the sweet
old truths, Stories we heard from our fathers, counsel we learned at
our mother’s knee.
We’re not keeping this to ourselves, we’re passing it along to the next
generation, God’s fame and fortune, the marvelous things he has
done.
5-8 He planted a witness in Jacob, set his Word firmly in Israel, then
commanded our parents to teach it to their children So the next
generation would know,
and all the generations to come; Know the truth and tell the stories so
their children can trust in God,
Never forget the works of God but keep his commands to the letter.
Heaven forbid they should be like their parents, bullheaded and bad,
a fickle and faithless bunch who never stayed true to God.
--------------Sometimes, it seems as if they're angels sent from heaven. At other
times, we feel like they've been put on this planet just to annoy us.
But there's no doubt about it: grandparents are a major part of 21stcentury family life.
-------------“don’t expect me to help you out, when you can’t afford them. You
are the one that moved away, we are not driving all over the world to
see them, so don’t expect us too.”
-------------Grandmas are moms with lots of frosting.
------------What a bargain grandchildren are! You give them your loose
change, and they give you a million dollars’ worth of pleasure.
--------------

2 Tim. 1:5(NKJV)- when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that
is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.
-------------Prov. 17:6(NKJV)- Children’s children are the crown of old men,

and the glory of children is their father.
----------------Prov. 17:6(NLT)- Grandchildren are the crowning glory of the aged;

parents are the pride of their children
-----------------Almost half of all grandparents provide some type of weekly care for
their grandchildren.
--------------One out of every ten children in America and Europe live with a
grandparent.
--------------In 2010 4.9 million American children were being raised solely by
their grandparents. This statistic has more than doubled in 10 yearsin 2000 the same category was 2.4 million children were being
raised entirely by their grandparents.
--------------In some states, almost 10% of all school age children are being raised
entirely by their grandparents.
--------------20% of the children who are being raised by grandparents are living
in homes whose income is below the poverty line.
---------------Grandparents are God’s Gift to Kids!
---------------How does your grandma differ that your mom?
Grandmas smell different
Usually give you things

---------------They like for you to eat a lot
They are harder to explain things to
They hug too much
---------------How does Grandpas differ that your dad?
Tell better stories that dads do
They get sicker than dad does
--------------They need more naps
They let you do things that dad says you are not old enough to do
Grandpas think you are the greatest kid in the world when Mom and
Dad know you are not
--------------Each family member has been given a God ordained role and since
grandparents are so vital in family life -what is the biblical role of a
grandparent?
-------------1). A Grandparent is to be a Heritage Builder
-------------Psalm 78:1-8(NLT)- O my people, listen to my instructions. Open
your ears to what I am saying,
for I will speak to you in a parable.
I will teach you hidden lessons from our past, stories we have heard
and known, stories our ancestors handed down to us.
4 We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the
next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his
power and his mighty wonders. 5 For he issued his laws to Jacob; he
gave his instructions to Israel. He commanded our ancestors to teach
them to their children, 6 so the next generation might know them,
even the children not yet born and they in turn will teach their own
children.
7 So each generation should set its hope anew on God, not forgetting
his glorious miracles
and obeying his commands. 8 Then they will not be like their
ancestors stubborn, rebellious, and unfaithful, refusing to give their
hearts to God.

-------------The grandparent’s role is to leave a godly legacy and build a rich
heritage in the Lord.
-------------If we continued reading the remainder of Psalm 78, we would read
the sad history of Israel’s failure to transfer faith from one generation
to the next and the resulting rebelliousness of one generation after
another.
-------------Psalm 78:9(NLT)- The warriors of Ephraim, though armed with
bows, turned their backs and fled on the day of battle.
--------------Psalm 78:17(NLT)- Yet they kept on sinning against him, rebelling
against the Most High in the desert.
--------------Psalm 78:40-43(NLT)- Oh, how often they rebelled against him in
the wilderness
and grieved his heart in that dry wasteland. 41 Again and again they
tested God’s patience and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 42 They
did not remember his power and how he rescued them from their
enemies. 43 They did not remember his miraculous signs in Egypt, his
wonders on the plain of Zoan
---------------When grandparents fail to teach and tell of the glory of the Lord and
grandchildren fail to place their hope in Jesus Christ and obey his
commands, a God-fearing heritage is lost.
--------------2). A Grandparent Should be a Relational Wall Builder Between
Parents and Children.

-------------“Sorry children, but your mother won’t let me do that”—which
means “Your mother is the bad guy, and I am the good guy, but for
the moment we can’t do anything about it.”
-------------When our grandchildren beg for a privilege, don’t say, “Okay, go
ahead, but promise you won’t tell your daddy that I let you do it”—
which means “Your dad’s rules are kind of peculiar, and it’s all right
to disobey them as long as you don’t get caught.”
-------------We grandparents are not the supreme court, with the final say on
how everything should be done. We should be ready to give advice to
our married children, but primarily our advice should be given only
when asked for.
-------------The parents of your grandchildren are still the mother and the
father, and thus they are responsible before God for the discipline
and training of their children.
--------------Grandchildren are very resilient (that is, they can recover rapidly
from less than ideal circumstances). They survive even the mistakes
of inexperienced parents, and come through struggles of various
kinds, often better than expected. Even with ignorant and immature
parents, which are our children, it’s amazing how well our
grandkids turn out!
--------------3). A Grandparent Should be the Prayer Warrior for their
Grandchildren:
--------------James 5:16(NLT)- Confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous
person has great power and produces wonderful results

---------------1 Sam.12:23-25(NLT)- 23 “As for me, I will certainly not sin against
the Lord by ending my prayers for you. And I will continue to teach
you what is good and right. 24 But be sure to fear the Lord and
faithfully serve him. Think of all the wonderful things he has done
for you. 25 But if you continue to sin, you and your king will be swept
away.”
---------------Often when we lose control, we feel that our prayers are less
effective-the truth is our prayers are more needed when we give up
our control and allow our children and grandchildren run their own
race.
--------------• Prayers for your Grandchildren:
1). Pray for your grandchildren’s salvation
--------------Matt. 16:26(NLT)- And what do you benefit if you gain the whole
world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your
soul?
--------------2). Pray for your children’s future mate
--------------3). Pray for your grandchildren’s spiritual growth
--------------Pray your grandchildren will not give into temptation
--------------Pray that their faith will not fail when tested, tried and attacked
--------------Grandparents- God’s Gift to Kids

