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Luke 5:17-26(NLT) - 17 One day while Jesus was teaching, some
Pharisees and teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It
seemed that these men showed up from every village in all Galilee
and Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) And the Lord’s healing power
was strongly with Jesus.
18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. They
tried to take him inside to Jesus, 19 but they couldn’t reach him
because of the crowd. So they went up to the roof and took off some
tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down into the
crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the
man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.”
21 But the Pharisees and teachers of religious law said to themselves,
“Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemy! Only God can forgive
sins!”
22 Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do
you question this in your hearts? 23 Is it easier to say ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’? 24 So I will prove to you that the
Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus
turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your mat,
and go home!”
25 And immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up,
picked up his mat, and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was
gripped with great wonder and awe, and they praised God,
exclaiming, “We have seen amazing things today!”
-----------------------------------------------• Your vision is your destination, your future, your dream, your
goals.
-----------------------------------------------What do you believe you were born to do? Where do you want to be
in life 10 years, 20 years or 30 years from now? What do you dream
of accomplishing one day? What do you want to become when you
grow up?
-----------------------------------------------No Vision
Run Out of Vision.
Shifted Vision
------------------------------------------------

Prov. 29:18(KJV) - 18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but
he that keepeth the law, happy is he.
Prov. 29:18(NLT) - When people do not accept divine guidance, they
run wild. But whoever obeys the law is joyful.
------------------------------------------------• Without a clear track to run on, inevitably we will get off track
-------------------------------------------------• The Vision of Family Worship Center is to demonstrate the life of
Christ in our community by reaching the unchurched and engaging
the believer for service.
-------------------------------------------------Matt. 28:19-20(NLT) - Therefore, go and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands
I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to
the end of the age.”
-------------------------------------------------“reach the lost and equip the saved.”
-------------------------------------------------• Your mission is what you do best every single day, and your
vision is what the future will be like because you deliver on that
mission every day.
-------------------------------------------------• Believe, Belong, Serve
--------------------------------------------------• What we believe determines life and death
• What you believe about yourself determines your quality of life
and your direction in life.
• What we believe spiritually determines our eternal future.
--------------------------------------------------Matt. 16:13-18(NLT) - 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?”
14 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah,
and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” 15 Then he
asked them, “But who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.”17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because
my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this

from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter (which
means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the
powers of hell will not conquer it.
-------------------------------------------------BELONG:
The word “belong” means “to be properly or suitably placed, to fit.”
-------------------------------------------------The church is unlike any organization in the world because its
members have been assigned strategic positions by God himself.
-------------------------------------------------1 Cor. 12:18(NLT) - 14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not
just one part. 15 If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I
am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body.
16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an
eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? 17 If the whole
body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were
an ear, how would you smell anything?
18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just
where he wants it.
-------------------------------------------------Unfortunately the consumerism of our society has infiltrated the
church- and many Christians have just settled being part of the
church crowd instead of being partners in their church community.
-------------------------------------------------Luke 5:17-26(NLT) - 17 One day while Jesus was teaching, some
Pharisees and teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It
seemed that these men showed up from every village in all Galilee
and Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) And the Lord’s healing power
was strongly with Jesus.
18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. They
tried to take him inside to Jesus, 19 but they couldn’t reach him
because of the crowd. So they went up to the roof and took off some
tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down into the
crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the
man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.”
21 But the Pharisees and teachers of religious law said to themselves,
“Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemy! Only God can forgive
sins!”
22 Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do
you question this in your hearts? 23 Is it easier to say ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’? 24 So I will prove to you that the

Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus
turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your mat,
and go home!”
-----------------------------------------------Being in the Crowd compared to Being Part of a Community.
-----------------------------------------------1). When you are just part of the crowd-you also get lost in the
crowd
----------------------------------------------John 5:1-9(NLT) - Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of
the Jewish holy days. 2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the
pool of Bethesda, with five covered porches. 3 Crowds of sick
people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the porches. 5 One of the
men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus
saw him and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him,
“Would you like to get well?”
7 “I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no one to put me into
the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets there
ahead of me.”
8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!”9 Instantly,
the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began
walking! But this miracle happened on the Sabbath,
----------------------------------------------• Often the loneliest place to be is in a crowd
----------------------------------------------2). When you are part of a community your need becomes the
community’s need:
----------------------------------------------Ecc.4:9-12(NLT) - Two people are better off than one, for they can
help each other succeed. 10 If one person falls, the other can reach
out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble.
11 Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other
warm. But how can one be warm alone? 12 A person standing alone
can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and
conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily
broken.
---------------------------------------------• When someone falls alone, they are in real trouble
---------------------------------------------------Gal. 6:2(NLT) - Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the

law of Christ.
----------------------------------------------Gal. 6:10(NLT) - 10 Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we
should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of
faith.
----------------------------------------------3). The relationships you build today, are the answers to your
problems tomorrow:
----------------------------------------------Luke 5:17(NLT) - 17 One day while Jesus was teaching, some
Pharisees and teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It
seemed that these men showed up from every village in all Galilee
and Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) And the Lord’s healing power
was strongly with Jesus.
-----------------------------------------------2 Kings 4:1-7(NLT) - One day the widow of a member of the group
of prophets came to Elisha and cried out, “My husband who served
you is dead, and you know how he feared the Lord. But now a
creditor has come, threatening to take my two sons as slaves.”
2 “What can I do to help you?” Elisha asked. “Tell me, what you have
in the house?”“Nothing at all, except a flask of olive oil,” she replied.
3 And Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as you can from your
friends and neighbors. 4 Then go into your house with your sons and
shut the door behind you. Pour olive oil from your flask into the jars,
setting each one aside when it is filled.”
5 So she did as she was told. Her sons kept bringing jars to her, and
she filled one after another. 6 Soon every container was full to the
brim!
“Bring me another jar,” she said to one of her sons. “There aren’t any
more!” he told her. And then the olive oil stopped flowing.
7 When she told the man of God what had happened, he said to her,
“Now sell the olive oil and pay your debts, and you and your sons
can live on what is left over.”
----------------------------------------------• God’s provision for your tomorrow always begins with faithfully
using what you have today
----------------------------------------------Exodus 3:16-4:2(NLT) - “Now go and call together all the elders of
Israel. Tell them, ‘Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has appeared to me. He told me, “I have
been watching closely, and I see how the Egyptians are treating you.

I have promised to rescue you from your oppression in Egypt. I will
lead you to a land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now
live.”’
18 “The elders of Israel will accept your message. Then you and the
elders must go to the king of Egypt and tell him, ‘The Lord, the God
of the Hebrews, has met with us. So please let us take a three-day
journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord, our God.’
19 “But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a
mighty hand forces him. 20 So I will raise my hand and strike the
Egyptians, performing all kinds of miracles among them. Then at last
he will let you go. 21 And I will cause the Egyptians to look favorably
on you. They will give you gifts when you go so you will not leave
empty-handed. 22 Every Israelite woman will ask for articles of silver
and gold and fine clothing from her Egyptian neighbors and from the
foreign women in their houses. You will dress your sons and
daughters with these, stripping the Egyptians of their wealth.”
But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen
to me? What if they say, ‘The Lord never appeared to you’?” 2 Then
the Lord asked him, “What is that in your hand?”“A shepherd’s
staff,” Moses replied.
------------------------------------------------2 King 4:3(NLT) - 3 And Elisha said, “Borrow as many empty jars as
you can from your friends and neighbors.
------------------------------------------------*** Have you ever noticed that when your spiritual tone begins to
decrease your desire to go to church decreases as well? Why?
-------------------------------------------------• The life of God in you yearns for fellowship and community.	
  
17

