Do our Children know Christians are called to Racial Reconciliation?
Pastor Eddie Turner
Sunday, February 03, 2019

Eph. 2:11-18(NIV)- Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and
called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in
the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14 For

he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus
making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far
away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father
by one Spirit.
-------------------

“racial harmony cannot be legislated”
--------------------

There is a volcano of racial tension in our nation and the lava of suspicion, distrust and
injustice simmer’s continually. When an event occurs, that lava comes pouring out.
--------------------

“Do our Children know Christians are called to Racial Reconciliation?”
---------------------

Gospel racial reconciliation will produce multi-ethnic churches and churches of diversity. But
because a church is diverse, doesn’t mean it’s embraced racial reconciliation. The United

Nations is as diverse and multi-ethnic than any organization on earth, but they are not
reconciled.
Gospel racial reconciliation begins with what Christ accomplished at the Cross.
---------------------

Rom. 5:10(NIV)- For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the
death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

On the cross, Christ united enemies to God and enemies to one another.
---------------------

2 Cor. 5:17-19(NIV)- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old
has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation.
---------------------

The word “reconciliation” means “to change or exchange from enemy to friend.”
The Bible says, we were enemies of God and God’s wrath was upon us. But Christ on the
Cross-reconciled us to God. Christ made a way for us to change from enemies to friends and
in turn remove God’s wrath from us and allow us to receive the blessings of sons and
daughters.
--------------------



We boldly proclaim we are friends with God and God is our friend; but Christ death on
the cross didn’t just reconcile us to God-he also reconciled us to one another.

-------------------

Eph. 2:11-18(NIV)- Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and
called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in
the body by human hands)— 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14 For

he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands
and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus
making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far
away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father
by one Spirit.
------------------

“Jesus was able to reverse 800 years of racial discourse in less than 24 hours.”
-------------------

John 4:3-4(NIV)- So Jesus left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4 Now he had to go
through Samaria.
-------------------

John 4:4(NIV)- Now Jesus had to go through Samaria.”
--------------------

John 4:5-6(NIV)- So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the
journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

--------------------

Jesus met the woman at the well on common ground. Jesus met her at a place of agreement.
Reconciliation of any kind will not begin until common ground is found.

------------

John 4:7-8(NIV)- When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you
give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

-------------

John 4:9(NIV)- The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

1). How did the woman know Jesus was Jew?

-------------

Jesus didn’t stop being who he was to reach somebody else. Jesus didn’t give up his Jewish
background or his Jewish heritage. Jesus didn’t fake it to make it. Jesus didn’t become
something he was not to reach somebody that was different than he was.

------------

Jesus didn’t allow the prejudices of everybody else in his race determine what he did. Jesus
didn’t allow 800 years of racism to define his attitude or actions.

------------

God is not asking you to stop being who you are to reach somebody different than who you
are. God is not asking blacks to be white or whites to be black-He is asking both to be biblical.
Part of racial reconciliation is embracing your uniqueness but finding common ground in
Christ Jesus.

------------

If your humanity (class/color and culture) is in the adjectival position and your faith is in the
noun position-then your faith surrenders to your humanity (class/color and culture).

------------

If I put my Christianity in the adjectival position and put my class/color and culture in the
noun position-then I always adjust my class/color and culture to fit into the framework of my
faith, instead of adjusting my faith to fit into the framework of my culture.

------------

Our humanity must be defined by our Christianity; but we have lived in a culture in which
we have allowed our Christianity to be defined by our color/class and culture.

-----------

John 4:16-23(NIV)- He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”17 “I have no
husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have
had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said
is quite true.”
19 “Sir,”

the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,”

Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know;
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.

-----------

John 4:19-20(NIV)- 19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must
worship is in Jerusalem.”
John 4:21-23(NIV)- “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.22 You Samaritans worship
what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a
time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.

-----------

Jesus told the woman at the well-if you are going to correctly worship God; history is not the
first issue; background is not the first issue; culture is not the first issue; race is not the first
issue-spirit and truth is the first issue. Right attitude with right information.

-----------

Black is only beautiful when it is biblical, and white is only right when it agrees with holy
writ. - “Tony Evans”

-----------

Emulsification-the process of taking elements which do not integrate and pulling them
together to work together.

