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Luke 15:1-2(NIV)- Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear
Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”

-------------“Church is about Me Disease”
-------------


When was the last time you invited and brought someone to church?
Have you been guilty of complaining or criticizing a decision of church
leaders that you didn’t like?




Have you been upset because someone sat in your favorite spot?
When was the last time you voiced concern about not seeing a bunch of
new families visiting?



Have you sacrificed or gone out of your way recently to help a ministry
that needed volunteers?
When was the last time you were compelled to talk to someone about
Christ?

--------------

--------------



-------------

--------------

Have you recently not showed up for a church assignment simply because
it wasn’t convenient for your schedule?

Luke 15:1-2(NIV)- Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear
Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”

-------------Luke 15:3-7(NIV)- Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred
sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go
after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his
shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more
rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
do not need to repent.

-------------1). There are times in the church world-that the needs of the lost are a greater priority than
the needs of the righteous.
-------------Luke 15:4(NIV)- 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he
leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?

------------2). The rescuing of the lost should excite us as much as the blessings received by the
righteous.

------------Luke 15:5-7(NIV)- 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders6 and goes home.
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my
lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

------------3). Our personal involvement in rescuing the lost or lack of personal involvement in rescuing
the lost-reveals the value we place upon the eternal welfare of a human being.

------------Luke 15:8-10(NIV)- 8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?9 And when she finds it,
she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost
coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”

-------------4). Rescuing the lost, requires effort and the permission for our comfort to be interrupted.
--------------

Luke 14:16-23(NLT)- Jesus replied with this story: “A man prepared a great feast and sent out
many invitations. 17 When the banquet was ready, he sent his servant to tell the guests, ‘Come,
the banquet is ready.’ 18 But they all began making excuses. One said, ‘I have just bought a
field and must inspect it. Please excuse me.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of
oxen, and I want to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 20 Another said, ‘I just got married, so I
can’t come.’
21 “The

servant returned and told his master what they had said. His master was furious and
said, ‘Go quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and invite the poor, the crippled, the
blind, and the lame.’ 22 After the servant had done this, he reported, ‘There is still room for
more.’ 23 So his master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge
anyone you find to come, so that the house will be full.

-------------

5). The method of rescuing the lost is different than the method of motivating the saints.
------------Luke 14:16(NLT)- “A man prepared a great feast and sent out many invitations.
Luke 14:21-23(NLT)- 21 “The servant returned and told his master what they had said. His
master was furious and said, ‘Go quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and invite the
poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 After the servant had done this, he reported,
‘There is still room for more.’ 23 So his master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes and behind
the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that the house will be full.

-------------

Christians are invited; the lost are personally compelled/encouraged.
------------

The “Church is About Me Disease Exposed”

------------Luke 15:11-14(NLT)- 1 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had
two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you
die.’ So, his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.13 “A few days later this
younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all
his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the
land, and he began to starve.

-------------



We often hear- “God has a plan for your life,” but remember Satan has a
plan for your life also.

--------------

Luke 15:15-16(NLT)- 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into
his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was
feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything.

---------------



When the enabling ceased, reality became clear

Luke 15:17-19(NLT)- 7 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even
the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go
home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am
no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’

---------------



Condemnation always follows repentance

--------------Luke 15:20-24(NLT)- 20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced
him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and
you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’
22 “But

his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on
him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been
fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now
returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So, the party began.

--------------



The Evidence that you are not infected:

1). Always looking for the lost
2). Runs toward the lost-not away from
3). No trial period required before love is extended

-------------

Luke 15:25-30(NLT)- 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he
returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants
what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the
fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’
28 “The

older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged
him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single
thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast
with my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on
prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’

------------



The Disease Exposed

1). Angry/jealous when those not worthy are blessed
2). Refuse to participate when it’s not about you
3). Identify Others by their failures more than their faith

------------Luke 15:31-32(NLT)- 1 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by
me, and everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother
was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”



“Church About Me Disease” affects our ability to receive the blessings that
belong to us.

